FORMS OF THE RIBAND WAVE 151

Acknowledgments

I thank Colin Plant for inserting my request for data into this journal, and
Mark Tunmore for doing the same in Atropos. I am grateful to all the
observers who responded; besides those mentioned in the text or listed in
Table 1 they include: A. A. Allen, N. L. Birkett, Roland Brown, A. J.
Halstead, Rex Johnson, P. J. Oliver and John Saul. Apologies to anyone
inadvertently omitted, and to all for the delay in writing up the results. Mark
Young kindly helped me with the statistical analysis.

References
Ford, E. B., 1955. Moths. New Naturalist, Collins, London.

Grant, B. S., Cook, D. A., Clarke, C. A. and Owen, D. F., 1998. Geographic and Temporal
Variation in the Incidence of Melanism in Peppered Moth Populations in America and
Britain. The American Genetic Association 89: 465-471.

Leverton, R., 2001 Enjoying Moths. Poyser, London.
Majerus, M. E. N., 1998. Melanism. Oxford University Press, Oxford.
Plant, C. W., 1993. Larger Moths of the London Area. London Natural History Society.

Pratt, C. R., 1999. A Revised History of the Butterflies and Moths of Sussex. Booth
Museum, Brighton.

Skinner, B., 1998. Colour Identification Guide to Moths of the British Isles. Viking,
Middlesex.

Skou, P., 1984. Nordens Malere. Apollo Books, Denmark.
Thomas, R., 1999. Aberrant Clay Triple-lines Cyclophora linearia (Hb.). Atropos 7: 30.

Waring, P., 1999. The National Recording Network for the Rarer British Macro-moths.
Atropos 6: 19-27.

Pearl Bordered Fritillary Boloria euphrosyne L (Lep.:Nymphalidae):
A March Record?

On visiting a friend in Cambridge at the beginning of April 2001, I asked if
she had seen any butterflies during the hitherto unpromising spring weather.
Yes, said Mrs Rosalind Buffery, she had seen a fritillary the previous day (30
March). This seemed to me unlikely, and I suggested it might have been a
Comma Polygonia c-album, recently out of hibernation.

Later we went around the garden, near the University Library, and there
were wild violets in full flower everywhere, under the trees and in the hedges.
The presence of fritillaries during the summer would not be at all unlikely,
and my friend, an observant person, would assuredly have known what they
looked like, and not confused them with Commas.

Consequently, my know-all attitude was almost certainly misplaced, and
this was a genuine sight record of a newly hatched Boloria euphrosyne, near
the backs in Cambridge, on 30 March 2001.— R. C. DENING, 20 Vincent Road,
Selsey, West Sussex PO20 9DQ (E-mail: dening@ globainet.co.uk).



